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Why we’re here
Students today need digital literacy skills to be 
successful in any career in any field.
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of teachers attribute workplace stress to the 
“adoption of new initiatives without proper 
professional development”

American Federation of Teachers

71%



OPPORTUNITY: 

Technology lessons can build practical skills that prepare 
students for jobs sectors that are growing fastest.

An Economist survey found that 
only 44% of 18- to 25-year-olds 

believe their education gives 
them the skills they need to enter 

today’s workforce. 1

44%
One-third of jobs in 2020 

will require skills that aren’t 
common today. 2

1/3
In April 2017, a record high 

6M jobs were reported available, 
while almost 7M unemployed 

Americans still reported looking 
for work.

6M



Confidential & Proprietary

Top Skills Currently Needed in the Workplace

Problem Solving

Team-working

Communications

Critical Thinking

Creativity

Literacy

Digital Literacy

Leadership

Foreign Language

Emotional Intel.

N/A

51%
33%

26%
21%

18%
15%
15%

14%
14%

7%
2%



SOLUTION: 

Applied Digital Skills is a free, 
video-based, and online 
curriculum that prepares 
students of all ages for the 
growing number 
of jobs that require basic 
digital skills.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUDaL_u7X14


What is Applied Digital Skills?
A curriculum designed to equip students with practical skills that 
will help them succeed at school, in the workplace and in life — 
while promoting student engagement in the classroom.
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Project-based learning

Video curriculum provides 
step-by-step instruction with 
pause/rewind/fast-forward 
capabilities

With over 120+ hours of lessons, 
there’s a fit for any class 
or subject

Enables teachers to interact with 
students in small groups

Digital skills

Coding

Spreadsheets

Data visualization

Graphic design

Website publishing

Document formatting

Internet search

FIle organization

Practical life skills

Four C’s

Organization

Budgeting

Event planning

Research

Group decision-making

Creating presentations

Resume writing

Slides Search Sheets Maps Mail Docs Sites FormsScript



Aligned with state 
standards

Designed by teachers, for 
teachers

Reviewed by the International 
Society for Technology in 
Education

Top pick for learning by 
Common Sense Media

Already in use by more than 
280,000 students

“I like how the curriculum demonstrates 
that tech is in all fields. It gets kids to 
create and connect what they are 
learning to real life.

– High school library media specialist



Lessons teach students 
how to think and work

Communication

Collaboration

Creativity

Critical thinking

“The consistent feedback between peers is 
such a vital benefit. Students can 
collaborate and leave comments digitally, 
and they don’t have to raise their hand and 
worry about what someone else will say. 
This teaches them to work together not 
just as a class, but as a community.

– Seventh-grade science teacher



Screenshot of lesson plan and/or rubric

Free, flexible, 
ready-to-use

Modular lessons can be taught 
as full curriculum or one-off 
enrichment

Lessons include teacher 
resources like customizable 
lesson plans and rubrics

Video-based learning is 
self-directed and adaptable to 
each student’s pace



Inside the curriculum
A look at the ways teachers across the country are using 
Applied Digital Skills in their classrooms.
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If-Then Adventure 
Stories

2-3 hrs for lesson

POPULAR IN

Homeroom and English courses

PRACTICAL LIFE SKILLS

Storyboarding and group decision making

DIGITAL APPLICATION SKILLS

Collaboration through comments in Docs 
and use of hyperlinks in Slides to tell a story



Create a Resume in 
Google Docs

45-90 min for lesson

POPULAR IN

Technology, English and homeroom classes

PRACTICAL LIFE SKILLS

Develop a resume that stands out

DIGITAL APPLICATION SKILLS

Digital collaboration, document formatting, 
and effective communication with Docs



Research and 
Organize Information 
About Colleges in 
Google Sheets

POPULAR IN

All subjects

PRACTICAL LIFE SKILLS

Organize, compare, and sort data

DIGITAL APPLICATION SKILLS

Create and set up a spreadsheet, search 
the internet, create hyperlinks, sort 
information

45 - 90 minutes for lesson



CASE STUDIES: 

Seventh-grade science teacher 
Amanda Alford uses Applied Digital 
Skills every day.

Lessons used:

● Plan and Budget 
● Plan an Event 
● If-Then Adventure Stories 
● Technology, Ethics, and Security 
● Pick the Next Box Office Hit “I used Pick the Next Box Office Hit to teach 

the scientific method — students made 
hypotheses from the different movies and 
learned how to graph their data.

– Amanda Alford



CASE STUDIES:

Sample work from Amanda’s students

Birthday party event plan: Automatic document editing tool:



How to get started
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Choose a resource for professional development

21

Online training
and courses

Free online access
to useful global

and local materials

Learning 
communities

Google Educator Groups 
provide grassroots

teacher development

Partner and
trainer network

Customized PD
for a long-term

training strategy

Educator 
certifications

Clear and consistent 
standards for teachers 

around the globe

33,500 certifications

81 countries

303,000 enrolled

16 languages

349 active GEGs

39 countries
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Introducing the G Suite certification

The G Suite certification exam is taken in a live G Suite domain 

specifically created for the exam. You’ll answer a multiple-choice 

section, followed by a series of tasks to perform using G Suite for 

the performance-based section.

● Length: 2 hours

● Format: Live, online proctoring

● System Requirements: Working webcam and microphone; 

latest version of Chrome

A Google Cloud certification in G Suite signals to employers your 
readiness to operate in today's modern work environment.

This exam objectively measures an individual's ability to work, communicate, 
and manage tasks using G Suite’s comprehensive productivity and 
collaboration tools in the workplace.

The cost of the exam is $75. However, Grow with Google is providing 
vouchers to eligible students in the US to take the certification exam for free. 

Have questions? 

Check out the exam’s FAQs at https://cloud.google.com/certification/gsuite 
or contact us at gsuite-cert-vouchers@google.com 

https://grow.google/
https://cloud.google.com/certification/gsuite
mailto:gsuite-cert-vouchers@google.com
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The three steps to certification

1 2 3

Prepare for the 
exam

Consider using Applied 
Digital Skills 
(g.co/applieddigitalskills) 
to teach the critical 
digital skills 

Take the exam

Format: multiple choice 
and performance-based 
with live, online 
proctoring
Length: 2 hours

Become certified

Once Google’s bar of 
proficiency has been 
met, test-takers will 
become certified and 
notified directly via 
email



SIGN UP FOR THE G SUITE 
CERTIFICATION BELOW

Link to sign up
● The signup form will be kept open until Oct 25 (one week after the conference). After you sign up, on or before 10/25, we will email you 

with the next steps (i.e. to sign an NDA and sign their students up for the exam). They must take the exam for the pilot anytime between 
now and December 21. We'll send all this info via email.

● Here is a website with more info on the certification

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0olqhk7WPlbc0MBWDR4XONoZFhT8flVAjWA4Mlm-4QhUZDw/viewform
https://cloud.google.com/certification/gsuite


Thank you!

Check out our additional resources:

● One-page overview of the curriculum

● Frequently Asked Questions

Contact the curriculum team anytime at 
AppliedDigitalSkills@google.com

RESOURCES & QUESTIONS: 

To get started, go to g.co/applieddigitalskills and Sign In. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-sUKd25QjgtTjhLc0kwZ2l4QU0/view
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1sO8yDm2rs_jbFxreOHPDTVZjP2f8cyWLJQHRxUzgmKg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:AppliedDigitalSkills@google.com
https://applieddigitalskills.withgoogle.com?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=preso&utm_campaign=2018-k12presentationdeck-noemail-hsms-ins-00&src=-2018-k12presentationdeck-noemail-hsms-ins-00

